Living Hope – Equipping Track

Key Values – Relationships And Good Works

1 – TRANSFORMED RELATIONSHIPS

“We love because he first loved us.”  1 John 4:19

Introduction

Love is the basis of all Christian relationships.  As we saw in the first study in this series, we are called to love God first of all (Mark 12:30).  As followers of Christ, he has especially called us to love one another (John 13:34). And he has also commanded us to ‘love our neighbour’, that is, everyone else!  (Mark12:31)

Relationships based on unselfish love are not the norm in society today.  Consider the contrast between the life of Christ and the selfish, self-centred life most us have experienced:

Write out John 15:13.

	     

	     


Write out Titus 3:3.

	     

	     

	     

	     


Why should we be different now?  Read 1 John 4:19-21.

For this one simple reason – because he first loved us!  As we keep on repenting, turning to God, and receiving more and more of his forgiveness and love, we are filled up with that love, and the hatred (and other negative attitudes) we have felt towards others is replaced by a growing love. If you struggle loving someone – pray for them!  Let the Lord show you how he feels about that person.  Understand that, not only does God love you, he loves them too.

Here’s a core principle to guide all our relationships.  Write out Matthew 7:12.

	     

	     

	     


Radical Love

Read Matthew 5:43-48.

The religious teachers of Jesus’ day put their own interpretation on God’s command to ‘love your neighbour as yourself’.  They said, ‘Yes, but it’s okay to hate your enemies’.  Jesus, the Son of God, corrects them firmly: ‘Love your enemies…’  This can be very hard to do.  But if we follow the advice here to ‘pray for those who persecute you’, the love and power of God will be released in us, and he will enable us to overcome our natural, sinful desires.  He will transform our hearts so they become more like his heart.

Write the names of anyone you need God’s help to love at the moment.  Pray for them now!

	     

	     


Some Benefits Of Loving Relationships

Read 1 Corinthians 13:4-8.

These are the characteristics of real love, God’s love.  It is worth taking some time to reflect on this description.  Love ‘always protects, always trusts…’  Godly relationships bring peace (Romans 12:18) and freedom from fear (1 John 4:16-18).

When Someone Offends You

Read Matthew 18:15-17.

The Lord Jesus gives us clear instructions on handling a fellow Christian who has offended you in some way.  Similar principles can be applied in other relationships too. Remember, Jesus’ teachings are not just good ideas – he is showing us the way life really works! (See John 6:63, 68)

Read Matthew 6: 12, 14-15 and Matthew 18:21-35.

God calls us to have a forgiving heart.  He expects us to forgive the sins of others because they can never compare with the sin for which he has forgiven us.

Some Practical Advice

The Bible contains much practical advice about relationships.   Read the following passages to discover more specific guidance for certain relationships.  Remember, we are always responsible for doing our part.  If the other person does not respond in the way we want them to, that is their responsibility; it does not give us any excuse to neglect our own responsibilities before God.

Husbands and Wives:  See Ephesians 5:21-33

Parents and Children:  See Ephesians 6:1-4

Providing for close relatives:  See 1 Timothy 5:8

2 – GOOD WORKS


“Therefore, as we have opportunity, let us do good to all people, especially to those who belong to the family of believers.”  Galatians 6:10

Introduction

Galatians 6:10 puts in a single sentence the Christian philosophy of ‘good works’.  Followers of Christ are called to be kind to everyone, without any exceptions.  But we always have a special bond with other believers – though a very diverse group of people spread throughout the world, they are our family! 

It is also important to notice the words, ‘as we have opportunity’.  We cannot, ourselves, feed all the poor or deliver all the oppressed; our responsibility is simply to do our part – to do what we can, when we can. The rest we must leave to our heavenly Father.

God’s Purpose

“For we are God’s workmanship, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do” Ephesians 2:10.  It is part of God’s plan for each of us that we do ‘good works’.  This will probably mean different things for every individual; but his call is to us all.  There are no spectators in God’s purpose!  God’s plan is specific for each one of us.  For the Apostle Paul, his calling was to preach the gospel and to remember the poor.  (See Galatians 2:7, 10).

Right and Wrong Motives

Read Matthew 5:13-16 and Proverbs 14:31.

Question:  What is a right motive for doing good works?

	     


Read Matthew 6:1-4.

Question:  What is a wrong motive?

	     


Giving

Read 2 Corinthians 8:12-15.

This passage reveals some principles of Christian giving.  The Lord expects us to give to others in proportion to what we have. But there is a balance – he wants us to be provided for too!   Christians are called to both give and receive, as needs dictate.

Read 2 Corinthians 9:6-8.

When you give, give generously!  But realise that it is always up to you.  On any particular occasion, if you want to give much, then do it.  If you do not want to give, then don’t.  God is looking for honesty of heart and motive; we are not to give for the motive of pleasing others around us.

Serve the King!

Read Matthew 25: 31-46

Jesus graphically describes how we will all be held accountable for what we have done in this life.  Those who have helped their fellow man will receive God’s blessing; those who have not, will not.  The truth here is profound – whenever we help another person, God counts it as if we were helping him personally!  Therefore, let us not hold back, but let us serve the King!


“The King will reply, ‘I tell you the truth, whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers of mine, you did for me.”

Matthew 25:40
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